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Inhibitor and substrate 
“compete”; only one 
at a time can bind to 
the active site.

An inhibitor may 
bind to a site away 
from the active site,
changing the 
enzyme’s shape so 
that the substrate
no longer fits, or so
that catalysis is
prevented when 
the substrate is 
bound.
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(A)  Competitive inhibition

(B)  Noncompetitive inhibition


